
 
 

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street 
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052 
Phone (704) 866-6837  Fax (704) 869-1960 

Serving:  Belmont•Bessemer City•Cramerton•Dallas•Gaston County•Gastonia 
Lowell•McAdenville•Mount Holly•Ranlo•Spencer Mountain•Stanley 

 

AGENDA 
 
The Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) of the Gaston Urban Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization will meet Wednesday, January 14, 2009, at the Market Street Buffet & Bakery.  
The restaurant is located at 2525 S. York Street (US 321) in Gastonia, NC.  The meeting will 
begin at 12 Noon.  The following is the agenda for the meeting: 

1. Election of Officers 
 
2.   Set Agenda, Presenter: TCC Chair 
 The agenda needs to be set to include adding “New” or “Other Business”. 
 

3. Determination of Quorum (51%-seven of thirteen), Presenter:  TCC Chair 
a. During the March 12, 1997 TCC meeting, it was discussed that the following five cities, 

six towns, the County of Gaston, and the NCDOT would be counted to determine if a 
quorum is present; all other members would be affiliate.  This is a total of thirteen votes 
to be counted against the quorum. 

b. The City of Belmont ____, The City of Bessemer City ____, The Town of Cramerton 
____, The Town of Dallas ____, The County of Gaston ____, The City of Gastonia ____, 
The City of Lowell ____, The Town of McAdenville ____, The City of Mount Holly 
____, The Town of Ranlo ____, The Town of Spencer Mountain ____, The Town of 
Stanley ____, The North Carolina Department of Transportation ____. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes, Presenter: TCC Chair 
 Review and adopt the minutes from the regularly scheduled meeting of November 5, 2008. 
  

 ACTION REQUESTED: Approve as Presented. 
 

5. Introduction of Guests, Presenter: TCC Chair 
 All guests shall introduce themselves at this time. 
 

6. Public Comment Period, Presenter: TCC Chair 
 Any public comment will be presented and addressed at this time.  Public comment will be 

kept to a reasonable period of time. 
 
7. Safe Routes to School Proposals, Presenter: Vincent Wong, Transportation Planner I 

Gaston MPO staff has been working with our partners in the region on projects for the Safe 
Routes to School Grants. Grant applications are due January 30, 2009. 

 
 ACTION REQUESTED:  Recommend Approval of all Resolutions to TAC. 
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8. Metrolina Air Quality 8 Hour Ozone Attainment Demonstration Preliminary Results 
and Potential Implications, Presenter: Hank Graham, AICP, Principal Transportation 
Planner & Loretta Barren, Federal Highway Administration 

 Preliminary results of the Metrolina Region’s 8 Hour Ozone demonstration are attached.  In 
summary, all counties fail for either Nitric Oxides (NOX) or Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOC’s) for one or more Long Range Transportation Plan horizon years.   

 
 ACTION REQUESTED:  Information and Discussion Only. 
 
9.  85X Park n Ride Lot in Belmont and Expansion Funding, Presenter: Hank Graham, 

AICP, Principal Transportation Planner  
The Park-n-Ride Agreement with the Belmont Plaza Shopping Center ended December 31, 
2008.  The owner of the Shopping Center granted a two-month extension to the agreement.  
There are limited options for a replacement lot. 

   
 ACTION REQUESTED:  Information and Discussion Only. 
 
10. Future TCC Meeting Location, Presenter: Hank Graham, AICP, Principal 

Transportation Planner 
  For location advantages, a vote is requested to change the permanent location of the Gaston 

Urban Area MPO Technical Coordinating Committee bi-monthly meeting. 
  
 ACTION REQUESTED:  Vote. 
 
11. 21st Century Committee on Transportation Report, Presenter: Presenter: Vincent 

Wong, Transportation Planner I 
 The 21st Century Committee on Transportation released its final report on December 10, 

2008.  This will be a summary of the recommended funding sources the committee has made.  
  
 ACTION REQUESTED:  Information and Discussion Only. 
 
12. New Business 
 
13. Other Business 

a) Gastonia Express 85-X Ridership Report 
b) 2009 Annual Meeting Calendar 
c) Survey results 

 
14. Adjournment 

If you have any additional items or questions regarding this agenda, please do not hesitate to 
call Hank Graham at 704-854-6663, Bernie Yacobucci at 704-854-6604, or Vincent Wong at 
704-866-6980. You can also e-mail us at hankg, berniey, or vincentw@cityofgastonia.com 
respectively. 
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Agenda Item # 7 
 
To:  TCC Members 
From:  Vincent Wong, Transportation Planner I 
Date:  January 14, 2009 
Subject: Safe Routes to School Proposals 
 
 
Background 
 
Safe Routes to School is a national and international movement to enable and encourage 
children, including those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school. SRTS programs are 
comprehensive efforts that look at ways to make walking and bicycling to school a safer and 
more appealing transportation alternative, thus encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle. 
 
The NCDOT Safe route to School program is a federally funded program that was initiated by 
the passing of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for 
Users (SAFETEA-LU) in 2005. SAFETEA-LU established a national SRTS program to 
distribute funding and institutional support to implement SRTS programs in states and 
communities across the country. 
 
SRTS programs facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and 
activities that will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the 
vicinity of schools. SRTS programs consider infrastructure enhancements to provide a safe 
physical environment for bicycling and walking. These programs also emphasize non-
infrastructure approaches to educate and encourage communities on how to safely take 
advantage of walking and bicycling opportunities in their neighborhoods. 
 
In our MPO we have 5 municipalities that have proposed projects: 
 

¾ Belmont 
¾ Bessemer City 
¾ Gastonia 
¾ Lowell 
¾ Mount Holly 

 
   
Staff Recommendation 
 
Recommend Approval to TAC. 
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Agenda Item # 10 

 
To:  TCC Members 
From:  Hank Graham, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner  
Date:  January 14, 2009 
Subject:  Future TCC Meeting Location 
 
 
Background 
 
For location advantages, a vote is requested to change the permanent location of the Gaston 
Urban Area MPO Technical Coordinating Committee bi-monthly meeting from Market Street 
Buffet & Bakery 2525 S. York Street (US 321) in Gastonia, NC to Golden Corral, 2300 East 
Franklin Boulevard, Gastonia, NC 28054. 
 
There is no charge for the Golden Corral meeting room.  Meals cost $9.50 per person. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Discussion and Vote. 
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Agenda Item # 11 
 
To:  TCC Members 
From:  Vincent Wong, Transportation Planner I 
Date:  January 14, 2009 
Subject:  21st Century Committee on Transportation Report 
 
 
Background 
 
On December 10, 2008, the 21st century Transportation Committee released its final report.  One 
of the many charges of the committee was to find:  “Innovative methods to fund the 
transportation needs of the State, including an examination of traditional and nontraditional 
methods of financing transportation infrastructure.”   
 
Under this task the committee has proposed 10 recommendations that will be presented in further 
detail at the TCC meeting: 
 

¾ Eliminate Transfers  
¾ Highway Use Tax  
¾ Vehicle Miles Traveled {VMT} Fee 
¾ Vehicle Registration Fees  
¾ Vehicle Registration Fees based on weight  
¾ Bonds 
¾ Local Option Sales Tax.  
¾ Indexing Fees 
¾ Tolls 
¾ Differential Fuel Tax Rates 

 
 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Information and Discussion Only. 
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Other Business a) 
 
To:  TCC Members 
From:  Bernie Yacobucci, Transportation Planner I 
Date:  January 14, 2009 
Subject: Gastonia Express 85-X Ridership Report 
 
 
Background 
 
MPO staff receives ridership totals for the Gastonia Express 85X bus service on a month-by-
month basis.  
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Staff Recommendation 
 
Information only. 
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Other Business b) 

 
To:  TCC Members 
From:  Bernie Yacobucci, Transportation Planner I 
Date:  January 14, 2009 
Subject: 2009 MPO Meeting Calendar 
 
 
Background 
 
Please make note of 2009 meeting dates and times. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
Information only. 
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Other Business c) 

 
To:  TCC Members 
From:  Bernie Yacobucci, Transportation Planner I 
Date:  January 14, 2009 
Subject: Long Range Transportation Survey Results 
 
 
Background 
 
Attached are the results of a survey conducted by the MPO from the beginning of October thru 
December. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
Information only. 
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