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ORGANIZATION OF THE STIP 
 
 
The State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
contains funding information and schedules for transportation 
divisions including: Highways, Aviation, Enhancements, Public 
Transportation, Rail, Bicycle and Pedestrians, and the 
Governor's Highway Safety Program.  A separate summary of 
funding of major highway projects is available as a companion 
document to the STIP. 
 
The transportation program in the STIP is organized by highway 
divisions.   At the beginning of each of the 14 divisions, a map is 
provided with a color-coded key to the major highway funded 
projects in that division.  Projects are listed by county within 
each division.  This results in some duplication since highway 
projects frequently extend across county and division lines.  
When this duplication occurs, a project is listed in each county in 
which it is found. 
 
Specific projects in each county are listed under Highway and 
Public Transportation Programs.  The Highway Program 
projects are subdivided by category: interstate, rural, urban, 
federal bridge, municipal bridge, mitigation, bicycle and 
pedestrian, congestion mitigation, enhancement, ferry, hazard 
elimination, safe routes to school, passenger rail and roadside 
environmental.  Interstate, rural, federal bridge and ferry projects 
are listed in order of route number.  Urban, municipal bridge and 
bike and pedestrian projects are listed by city or county and 
enhancement projects are listed by city while mitigation projects 
are listed by county.  Congestion mitigation, passenger rail 
projects are listed alphabetically by city or county.  Hazard 
elimination projects may be listed by route, city or county. 
 
GARVEE (Federal Revenue Bonds) Projects are designated as 
such in the project’s comment field.  The Aviation Program 
consists of State-Aid to Airports and Block Grants.  Projects are 
listed alphabetically by county and subdivided under commercial Services and General Aviation Airports.  The Public 
Transportation Program list projects first by county, secondly alphabetically by city and then by planning authorities or other 
agencies.  The Governor’s Highway Safety project list is comprised of various safety programs. 
 
In the Highway Program projects in the Intrastate or Urban Loop System are listed under the appropriate funding program, but 
are identified with an asterisk (*) following the project I.D. number.  North Carolina’s Strategic Highway Corridor projects are 
designated by comment under the work type-funding source columns.  Ferry projects are also part of the highway program 
and have been assigned to their respective connecting highway route numbers where possible and the division where they 
are assigned to operate. 
 
The fiscal year scheduled for planning and design are shown as FY.  The type or phase of work is shown for each interstate, 
rural and urban project in the county-by-county listing.  Right of way and construction phases of each project are shown as 
FFY (Federal) or SFY (State). The F or S designation is dependent upon the type of funding to be used for that particular 
phase of work.  The cost of right of way and construction and their anticipated funding sources also are listed. 
 
The Secondary Roads Program (County Construction) is not included in this statewide highway improvement program.  
NCDOT and the respective county boards of commissioners develop this program annually.  Similarly, the Small Urban 
Program is developed annually by the department and municipal officials and is excluded from this statewide transportation 
improvement program. 
 
A separate map book is available that includes general maps showing a corridor for each of the funded projects in the 
interstate, rural, urban and bridge programs.  The descriptions and maps for most projects are preliminary and subject to 
change.  All major projects require extensive planning, environmental impact and design studies. The location and exact 
type of improvements are subject to refinement and modification during the planning and design phases.  

The State Transportation Improvement Program is available on-line at www.ncdot.org/~tip 

Prefix Program Funding Source 

I 

 

Interstate Interstate Construction (I) 
Interstate Maintenance (IM) 
National Highway System (NHS) 

R, A 
M, X 

Rural 
Special 

NHS, Surface Transportation 
Program (STP), State, 
Highway Trust Fund (T) 

U Urban NHS, STP, State and T 

B Bridge 
Replacement 

Replacement and Rehabilitation, 
State, Federal and Municipal 

C Congestion 
Mitigation 

Federal, Local and Other 

E, EB 
EL, 
ER, L 
S 

Enhancements 

Call, Roadside, 
Bike-Pedestrian 
and Local 

State, Federal (STP), Local and 
Other 

EE Mitigation State, Federal and Other 

K        
L 

Rest Area 
Landscape 

Interstate Maintenance, NHS, STP   
Personalized License Plate Funds 

P, SB Passenger Rail State and Federal 

SR Safe Routes to 
School 

State and Federal  

W, SF 

SI 

Highway Hazard 
(Highway Safety) 

Safety, State and Federal (HES) 

High Risk Routes (HRR) 

Y, Z Railroad-Highway 
Crossings 

State and Federal 

F Ferry Ferry, State and Federal 

FS Feasibility Study State 

T Public 
Transportation 

State, Federal and Local 
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The State Transportation Program 
 
This STIP budget is based on the certified budget 
and projections developed by NCDOT and the 
Office of State Budget and Management in the 
summer of 2007.  These estimates were used to 
develop the draft program and are the basis for air 
quality and fiscal constraint tests.  The Trust Fund 
revenues available for all programs are projected to 
be about $1 billion for FY 2009 and $7.9 billion 
during the seven-year period. Of this $7.9 billion in 
revenue, $5.8 billion is allocated to the Intrastate 
and Urban Loop STIP programs. The remainder is 
utilized for non-STIP purposes. The existing federal 
bill (SAFETEA-LU) expires September 30, 2009.  
Estimates of federal funds beyond that date are 
conservative, but may change greatly both in 
amount and program structure as Congress works 
to pass a new Federal Surface Transportation Bill. 
 
Inflation has not been factored into the above 
revenue estimates.  However, when programming 
projects in the STIP the following inflation factors for 
future construction and right of way cost increases 
were used to reserve the budget at an overall 
inflation rate of 5%.  Project costs and revenue 
projections shown in this planning document budget 
are in constant 2008 dollars.  Therefore, to find the 
true anticipated future year project costs, multiply 
the 2008 cost shown in the STIP by the following 
inflation factors:  2009 - 1.025, 2010 - 1.076, 2011 
- 1.130, 2012 -  1.187, 2013 - 1.246, 2014 - 1.308, 
and 2015 - 1.374.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2005, House Bill 254 authorized NCDOT to issue 
Grant Anticipation Revenue Vehicles (GARVEE 
bonds) to finance federal aid highway projects. All 
funds derived from GARVEE bonds are backed by 
the receipt of future federal funds and no state funds 
may be committed to the debt service.  In October 
2007, the Department received $287.6 million in 
GARVEE bond proceeds.  It is anticipated that an 
additional $548 million in bonds will be sold as shown 
programmed in this seven year STIP.   
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