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VPO

Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Phone (704) 866-6837 Fax (704) 869-1960

AGENDA

The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) of the Gaston Urban Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization will meet Tuesday, May 25, 2010 at the Gastonia Police Department
Community Room. The Police Department is located at 200 Long Avenue in Gastonia, NC.
Dinner will be served at 5:45 PM and the meeting will begin at 6:30 PM. The following is the
agenda for the meeting:

1. Set Agenda, Presenter: Joe Carpenter, TAC Chair
The agenda needs to be set to include adding “New” or “Other Business”.

2. Determination of Quorum (51%-seven of thirteen), Presenter: Joe Carpenter, TAC
Chair

a. During the March 12, 1997 TAC meeting, it was discussed that the following five cities,
six towns, the County of Gaston, and the NCDOT would be counted to determine if a
quorum is present; all other members would be affiliate. This is a total of thirteen votes
to be counted against the quorum.

b. The City of Belmont ___, The City of Bessemer City ___, The Town of Cramerton
____,TheTown of Dallas ____, The County of Gaston ____, The City of Gastonia ____,
The City of Lowell ___, The Town of McAdenville ___, The City of Mount Holly
____, The Town of Ranlo ___, The Town of Spencer Mountain ___, The Town of
Stanley ___, The North Carolina Department of Transportation .

3. Approval of Minutes, Presenter: Joe Carpenter, TAC Chair

Discussion and approval of the regularly scheduled meeting minutes for March 23,
2010.

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve as Presented.

4. Introduction of Guests, Presenter: Joe Carpenter, TAC Chair
All guests shall introduce themselves at this time.

5. Public Comment Period, Presenter: Joe Carpenter, TAC Chair

Any public comment will be presented and addressed at this time. Public comment will
be kept to a reasonable period of time.

Serving: BelmonteBessemer CityeCramertoneDallaseGaston CountyeGastonia
LowelleMcAdenvilleeMount HollyeRanloeSpencer MountaineStanley



6.

10.

11.

12.

Metrolina Regional Travel Demand Model Maintenance and Update for Fiscal Year
2011 Work Plan, Presenter: Hank Graham, AICP, Principal Transportation
Planner

The Metrolina Regional Travel Demand model work plan will be discussed.

ACTION REQUESTED: Vote to Approve the Metrolina Regional Travel Demand
Model Maintenance work plan.

Garden Parkway Update Presenter: Reid Simons, NC Turnpike Authority and
Hank Graham, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner

The North Carolina Turnpike Authority will provided a project update for the Gaston

East-West Connector (Garden Parkway). The Air Quality Conformity process for the
current configuration of the Garden Parkway will be discussed.

ACTION REQUESTED: Information and Discussion Only.
New Business
Other Business
NCDOT Report: Judge Collier
MPO Staff Update
a) Gastonia Express 85-X Ridership Report

b) Conformity Approval Letter

Adjournment

If you have any additional items or questions regarding this agenda, please do not hesitate
to call Hank Graham at 704-854-6663 or Bernie Yacobucci at 704-854-6604. You can
also e-mail us at hankg or berniey@cityofgastonia.com respectively.

Serving: BelmonteBessemer CityeCramertoneDallaseGaston CountyeGastonia
LowelleMcAdenvilleeMount HollyeRanloeSpencer MountaineStanley



MINUTES
GASTON URBAN AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO)
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY (TAC) COMMITTEE MEETING
MARCH 23, 2010

The meeting of the Gaston Urban Area MPO Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC)
was held Tuesday, March 23, 2010, from 6:30 pm until 9:30 pm in the Community
Room of the Gastonia Police Department located at 200 East Long Avenue, Gastonia,
NC.

Members Present:

Joe Will

Dave Kirlin
Brenda Craig
Rick Coleman
Martha Stowe
Perry Toomey
Bennie Brookshire
Jason Williams
Rickie Bush
Chad Brown
Ronnie Worley
Bob Collier
Bob Clay

Others Present:

Jack Kiser
Shannon Ransom
Loretta Barren
Alpesh Patel

Jim Long

Hank Graham
Vincent Wong
Bernie Yacobucci
Cass Roberts
Jennifer Harris
Reid Simons

Jeff Dayton

City of Bessemer City, TAC Vice Chair, acting Chair
City of Gastonia, Councilman

City of Gastonia, Councilwoman
Town of Dallas, Mayor

City of Belmont, Councilperson
City of Mt. Holly, Councilman

City of Mt. Holly, Councilman
Town of Ranlo, Commissioner
City of Lowell, Councilman

Town of Stanley, Mayor

City of Cramerton, Mayor

NC Board of Transportation, Chair
NCTA, Board Member

City of Gastonia, Director of Planning

NCDOT, Gaston MPO Coordinator

FHWA, Transportation Planner

NCDOT, Transportation Engineer

Gaston 2012 Transportation, Executive Member
Gaston MPO, Principal Transportation Planner
Gaston MPO, Transportation Planner |

Gaston MPO, Transportation Planner |

Gaston MPO, Administrative Assistant 11l
NCTA, Dir. of PIng. & Env. Studies

NCTA, Dir. of Gov. & Public Affairs

HNTB, Transportation Engineer

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

Stop the Toll Road Supporters: Diane Babcox, Michael Babcox, Cheryl Cedar,
Charity Chaney, Charla Clark, Sandy Hamilton, Greg Harman, Frank Ellington, Trent
Thomasson, Lauren Van Besien, Sharon Smith, Glenn Ford, Joel Deese, Roger




Humphries, Jeanette Humphries, Rhonda B. Harmon, Trina A. Deaton, Sean
Harrington, Jane King, and Donnie Benfield. Woodrow Benfield

Belmont/Mt. Holly/Gastonia Citizens: Mark Painter, Dot Delano, Bill Toole, Sonia
Threwsbury, Warren Ellington, Patricia Olinger, Sue Rutledge, Cindy Nicole Maxwell,
David Demperio, Phillip Armstrong, John Medlin, Lee Ann MacMillan, Harvey Blakeley,
Ida Jackson, Alvin Culbertson, John Morris

Members with absences in 2010:

Town of McAdenville (Mar. — 1)
Gaston County (Mar. - 1)

Because Mr. Carpenter was not able to attend the meeting, Mr. Will was acting TAC
Chair for this meeting.

1. Set Agenda, Presenter: Joe Will, TAC Vice-Chairman, Acting Chairman

Mr. Will stated that there are two items to add to the agenda. The first concerns two
Resolutions — one certifying that the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) is in
compliance with the TIP and the NCTIP and the other Resolution concerns the Air
Quiality Conformity Report that it is also in compliance with the TIP and the NCTIP.

Mr. Will entertained a motion to add two Resolutions to the agenda as presented.

Mr. Bush made a motion to add two Resolutions to agenda as presented
with Mr. Whorley seconding the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Will stated that the next item to add to the agenda is the Resolution supporting the
change to the Highway Trust Fund Equity Formula. This Resolution will be sent to the
NC Coalition of Mayors.

Mr. Will entertained a motion to add this Resolution to the agenda as presented.

Mr. Worley made a motion to add to the agenda the Resolution
supporting the change to the Highway Trust Fund Equity Formula as
presented. Mr. Bush seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.

Mr. Will asked the TAC members if there were any other changes or additions to the
agenda or any new business to be added at this time. There was none. Mr. Will
suggested that since that was a large gathering of citizens present for the Public
Comment Period, he entertained a motion to move the Garden Parkway Update (Item
7) after the Public Comment period (Item 5).



Mr. Brown made a motion to approve moving Iltem 7, Garden Parkway
Update, to after Item 5, Public Comment Period. Mr. Williams seconded
the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

2. Determination of a Quorum, Presenter: Joe Will, TAC Vice-Chairman, Acting
Chairman

It was determined that a quorum was present.

3. Approval of Minutes, Presenter: Joe Will, TAC Vice-Chairman, Acting
Chairman Joe Will, TAC Vice-Chairman, Acting Chairman

Mr. Will asked if there were any changes, additions, or deletions to the minutes of the

scheduled meeting of January 26, 2010. There were none. Mr. Will entertained a

motion to approve the minutes as presented.

Ms. Craig made a motion to approve the minutes of January 26, 2010
as presented. Mr. Toomey seconded the motion and the motion
passed unanimously.

4. Introduction of Guests, Presenter: Joe Will, TAC Vice-Chairman, Acting
Chairman

Since all guests previously made their introductions, Mr. Will asked if any guest had

been missed. There were none. Mr. Will welcomed Bob Clay, NCTA Board Member, to

the meeting.

5. Public Comment Period, Presenter: Joe Will, TAC Vice-Chairman, Acting
Chairman

Mr. Will asked that those who wish to make a public comment to please do so in the 3-
minute time limit allotted for each speaker and to also provide their name and address
for the record.

Mark Painter
4084 Tucker Road
Belmont, NC

Mr. Painter stated that he wasn’t against growth improvement for Gaston County but he
felt that NCTA is attempting to sell us a “bill of goods.” He doesn't believe that
congestion will be relieved on 1-85 by the Garden Parkway. Fifty residences and one
business will be eliminated on the South Point Peninsula and the tax base for this
cannot be replaced in Gaston County. He was concerned about what type and kind of
industries will be coming in around the Garden Parkway locations. He felt that the
Parkway will resemble 1-485 around Pineville and Matthews 10 years after it is open and
that is not how what he wants to see our area developed.



Dot Delano
3010 Wilson St.
Belmont, NC

Ms. Delano was concerned that of all the projects in the Long Range Transportation
Plan for the Gaston Urban Area that the Garden Parkway is listed in priority status
above all other projects. She felt that there will not be substantial relief to the traffic
issues experienced on 1-85 with the building of the Parkway when other alternatives
such as HOT and HOT lanes are feasible on 1-85. She was very concerned that the
current location of the Garden Parkway will dump traffic onto the South Point Road in
the South Point Peninsula in Belmont which currently is unfunded for expansion to four
lanes.

Jane Keene
320 Woodstream Dr.
Gastonia, NC

Ms. Keene stated that the Garden Parkway is going to be located at the end of her
street and she is not prepared for the environmental issues or the noise that will come
to her neighborhood. It will also impact the family farmland in this area as well as the
members of her family and the elderly that reside in this area.

Lee Ann McMillan
5603 Arrowood Dr.
Gastonia, NC

Ms. McMillan stated that all she would say has been already said and she deferred her
time to the next speaker.

Donnie Benfield
4665 Benfield Road
Gastonia, NC

Ms. Benfield stated that she lives in the area described by a previous speaker, Ms.
Keene. lItis beautiful farmland, with creeks, a bee farm, wild turkey, and deer. She said
that the Parkway would take her house and her son’s house and it is a shame that this
land could not be passed down to their family. This project is a “pipedream” and a joke.

Woodfield Benfield
4665 Benfield Road
Gastonia, NC

Mr. Benfield stated that there are two pieces of property that the state will take for the
Parkway. Once this is done, he will have no access to any highway from his property
and he wasn’t sure if the state would provide access to him. He was concerned that the
state was going into debt for this Parkway in the amount of $35 million dollars for about



40 years. If the Parkway doesn’t pay for itself, is the state going to come back and ask
for more money every year? He didn’t think that there will the projected traffic on this
Parkway and it will be very similar to the low traffic volume that occurs on the Greenville
Parkway in South Carolina. Mr. Benfield was concerned that he would not be able to
get answers to his concerns and questions. Mr. Clay, NCTA Board member, assured
him that NCTA staff is available for his concerns and questions and he will be sure that
they get in touch with him.

Mr. Will reminded guests that this is the time for Public Comment and not a time
for discussion or to answer questions but it is strictly a time for public
expression.

Janet Humphries
409 Wesley Dr.
Gastonia, NC

Ms. Humphries stated that this is a time for her to vent. She said that if the Parkway is
built, there will be a 4 lane highway and traffic backed up close to her house. She will
have to deal with all the noise, all the pollution, the smog. She has been disabled since
1991, she worked very hard up to her retirement to pay her house off so that she could
have a place to live and she did not want to move. Her son will lose his home if the
Parkway goes through. She is not happy with the situation. She felt that if any member
on the TAC had been impacted personally like she and her family have been, this
Parkway would not be built.

Bill Toole
714 Ann St.
Belmont, NC

Mr. Toole stated that the NCTA has made an obvious effort to make changes to the
Garden Parkway project - the toll road footprint has been reduced from 6 lanes to 4
lanes; the Parkway will follow the contours of the land rather than slicing through it; and
because of the cost reductions, there will be a two lane road from US 321 over to I-85.
The problem with the toll road for the Parkway is that it fails to meet its stated purpose
which is to reduce congestion on [-85, US 321, and US 74 and he feared that there will
be even more traffic congestion if the Parkway is built. Mr. Toole hoped that funding
can be redirected to other pressing transportation needs such as widening [-85,
permanently fixing the 1-85/US321 interchange, and fixing the US 74 bridges which are
beyond their useful life.

Sonia Tremblay
547 Lake Wylie Road
Belmont, NC

Ms. Tremblay stated that she wasn’t against progress and that she was from an area
where toll roads are common. However, she felt that if you have to ask the State for



money, it defeats the purpose of a toll road. She was also concerned that the proposed
toll road time savings are not worth paying a toll and all we will really get for this project
is higher taxes and more congestion.

Warren Ellington
412 Breezewood Dr.
Belmont, NC

Mr. Ellington stated that he was in total opposition of the toll road. He deferred his time
to the next speaker.

Patricia Olinger
529 Lake Wylie Road
Belmont, NC

Ms. Olinger stated that all she would say has been already said and she deferred her
time to the next speaker.

Sue Rutledge
2036 S. Point Road
Belmont, NC

Ms. Rutledge stated that the thoughts expressed by Ms. Delano and Mr. Toole were
excellent and reflected her own thoughts on this project. She added that she lives at
the first future interchange of the Garden Parkway as it comes out of Mecklenburg
County. Currently, it takes her 25 minutes to get work in downtown Charlotte in the
morning and she would certainly not pay a toll to get there in 24 minutes. She felt that
the Parkway would never pay for itself.

Ida Jackson
750 Belfast Dr.
Gastonia, NC

Ms. Jackson stated that the toll road will wipe her out financially. She was concerned
for herself and other elderly people who expected to live in their homes for the rest of
their lives and won't be able to and wondered would they get money to help in their
relocation. Where are the elderly to go? It has caused her some sleepless nights.

Cindy Maxwell
426 Breezewood Dr.
Belmont, NC

Ms. Maxwell stated that her mother lives at 1806 South Point Road and this is the
property she is concerned with for her public comment. She stated that she has been
on three of the initial planning committees for this project. The current route proposed is
not the route that any of these committees wanted. It is also a different route from what



the Belmont City Council approved. This route has changed insurmountably. She
guestioned if the State has no money, why are we spending millions on this road at this
time. Ms. Maxwell stated that her mother has a working equestrian farm with high
spirited horses that would be severely affected by this project’s traffic. She asked that
all monies slated for this project be directed to mass transit.

Alvin Culbertson
2670 Castle Hill Road
Gastonia, NC

Mr. Culbertson stated that all he would say has been already said and he deferred his
time to the next speaker.

Dr. David Demperio
549 Lake Wylie Rd.
Belmont, NC

Dr. Demperio stated that he and his neighbors are against the Garden Parkway. All the
politicians and developers “who are driving the train” on this project stand to make
millions of dollars from their property located in the direct path of this project. Stowe
Botanical Gardens would also profit from the location of this Parkway. He warned
NCTA that they will have quite a fight on their hands when they take try to take his
house and infringe on his rights.

John Morris
749 Belfast Dr.
Gastonia, NC

Mr. Morris stated that he just moved to this area from the north and bought a house in
October. He heard about the Garden Parkway from his neighbors. Since he is from an
area where there are really big traffic congestion problems, he cannot see why this
Parkway is needed at all. There is just not enough traffic to warrant it.

John Medlin
1259 York Chester Road
Gastonia, NC

Mr. Medlin stated that progress should benefit the masses and not for the financial
benefit of the few. He is an engineer by trade and felt that the NCTA engineers have
not done their job. If you follow the route, the center line is still the center line in a 1500
ft. corridor and NCTA engineers have not tweaked it at all. He added that he lives in a
neighborhood of 14 houses and the proposed toll road will go right up their street. The
route could be moved over 300 feet and still stay in the 1500 foot corridor. It would save
eight houses and save about $2 million dollars. He questions everything NCTA has
done and urged those in attendance to do the same because NCTA is “railroading” this
project through and not doing a very good job.



Mr. Will stated that all who signed up to speak have done so and this completes the
Public Comment period.

7. Garden Parkway Update, Presenter: Reid Simons and Jennifer Harris, NC
Turnpike Authority (NCTA)

Mr. Will stated that the North Carolina Turnpike Authority will provide a project update
for the Gaston East-West Connector (Garden Parkway).

Ms. Simons stated that she was Director of Government and Public Affairs for the
NCTA. She introduced Ms. Jennifer Harris, Director of Planning and Engineering for
NCTA and Mr. Jeff Dayton, Project Lead Engineering for NCTA.

Ms. Simons stated that NCTA is in the last year of the environmental and financial
planning. This is a priority of the local TAC and the local community and that is why we
are here tonight. She stated that many Resolutions have been received from the
Gaston Urban Area MPO over the course of years in support of the Garden Parkway.

Ms. Harris stated that the Garden Parkway has been studied for quite some time by the
local governments and by the State. A year ago, there were about 16 different
alignments on the map end to end from 1-85 over to 1-485. Currently we have narrowed
the alignments down to one - Alternative 9. We have had a robust series of Public
Information Workshops and Hearings to get comments and narrow down the selection
process. One concern that is recurrent is how the project is going to fit in with the
characteristics of the communities that it travels through. Interested citizens were
concerned with the prospect of a 6 lane interstate facility going through southern Gaston
County. NCTA also had the challenge that this project would have to be built in phases.

After all these comments and concerns were voiced, Ms. Harris stated that they went
back to address them and to still build a project end to end as it was envisioned in the
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) from 1-85 to 1-485. NCTA reduced the project
costs by $350 million dollars by designing the roadway that was less intrusive as
possible by minimizing the footprint. NCTA reduced the number of interchanges such
as the one at Bud Wilson Road. She described the interchanges at Union Road,
Robinson Road, Southpoint Road, and at 1-485 which were redesigned to reduce the
footprint while meeting the traffic needs.

Ms. Harris stated that in the draft environmental impact statement, this project was
described as a 6 lane interstate facility. Currently it is a 4 lane interstate facility from I-
485 to US 321 but from US 321 to I-85, the traffic volume is anticipated to be lower than
the east end of the project so this segment will be built for 2 lanes.

In response to Mr. Medlin’s concern about the center line not shifting and essentially
staying in the center line of the corridor, Ms. Harris stated that NCTA shrunk the overall
footprint as it traversed through the 1500 ft. corridor. It is not an easy task to make
significant shifts in the centerline because it has a domino effect.



Ms. Harris stated that there were a couple comments about service roads and
properties that could be land locked by the project. She stated that NCTA is not allowed
to leave a property owner without access to and from their property. There is a process
that addresses whether it is cost advantageous to provide a service road to and from a
property or whether it would it be more cost advantageous to buy the property instead of
providing a service road.

Ms. Harris stated that there were concerns and questions about the right of way process
if you have to move from your home as a result of the project. There are processes in
place that assist you in finding a replacement home or business. There is an appraisal
process to offer affected property owners a fair market value for their property and real
estate comps will be evaluated and reviewed in the proposed sites area. Ms. Harris
stated that we cannot take someone’s home without giving them fair value for their
home and there are programs to help to move affected households and businesses to
new locations.

Ms. Simons stated that there was a preliminary traffic and revenue study completed on
this project and the financials are based on this report. The potential sources of funding
for this project are GAP funds of $571 million, Toll Revenue Bond of $208 million, TIFIA
Loan of $386 million, Interest earnings of $36 million with total funding of $1,201 million
dollars for this project. The financial assumption and unknowns are whether the Bond
Grade would result in an investment-grade BBB rating; whether the USDOT TIFIA loan
would be approved; and will the federal government extend the Build America Bond
program. Based on these financial assumptions, NCTA is optimistic that the project can
be financed from 1-485 to 1-85 but many unknowns remain until the project development
phase concludes.

The schedule for the project is as follows:

June 2010 Final Environmental Impact Study

October 2010 Investment Grade Traffic and Revenue Study/Final Plan of Finance
October 2010 Record of Decision

February 2011 Financial Close

March 2011 Award Contract

December 2014 Project Opening

Ms. Simons asked for question from the TAC members. Mr. Brown asked how secure
was the NCTA that the USDOT TIFIA loan would be approved. Ms. Simons stated that
this program is critical and will be a huge savings to the overall financial plan but it is
premature to say at this time if this loan will be awarded.

Ms. Craig asked when NCTA will go to the bond market. Ms. Simons stated that in
February 2011, the NCTA will get the first preliminary credit rating. Before that time we
will know whether we will receive the TIFIA loan which would also factor into this rating.



Mr. Kirlin asked about the weight limits for trucks on the Garden Parkway. Ms. Harris
stated that the NCTA will not prohibit trucks on the two lane portion of the road and
NCTA wants trucks to use the road so there is no weight limit or truck restrictions.

Mr. Clay asked Ms. Harris to review the 6 lane design versus the 4 lane design. Ms.
Harris stated that the traffic forecasts for the Garden Parkway without the tolls would
encourage higher demand. The 4 lane facility serves the road needs well; the 6 lane
facility is an oversized facility. Mr. Brown was concerned that reducing a 6 lane to a 4
lane facility would impact 1-85 and US 74. He cited the example of 1-485 in Charlotte
which impacts 1-85 and I-77 with more congestion. Ms. Harris stated that 1-485 in
Charlotte has a huge traffic demand with around 50,000 to 60,000 cars a day using this
facility. Though, as you travel west of Charlotte, the traffic volume decreases from
25,000 to 30,000 cars a day.

Mr. Toomey asked Ms. Harris what degree of community opposition would it take to
stop this project at this time. Ms. Harris stated that the Garden Parkway is on the Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) for the Gaston Urban Area MPO and it is on the
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). Ms. Harris stated that until such time when the
Garden Parkway is not on the LRTP or the TIP, we are committed to this project. She
added that approximately 200,000 people live in Gaston County and unfortunately, 300
residential properties will have to be relocated because of the project.

Mr. Williams asked when the turnpike will pay for itself. Ms. Simons said it would take
approximately 39 years for the road to pay for itself.

Mr. Kirlin asked how many residences were relocated in the Triangle Expressway
project. Ms. Harris stated that 50-60 residences were relocated for the 12.5 mile long
expressway. Ms. Simons stated that for the Monroe Bypass which was 19.8 miles, 100
residences were moved.

There were no other questions. Ms. Harris offered that if any citizen would like to talk
with the NCTA representatives, they would be happy to meet with them in the lobby for
guestions, at a later time, and away from the meeting. Mr. Will thanked Ms. Harris and
Ms. Simon for their presentation.

6. SPOT Results Update, Presenter: Alpesh Patel, NCDOT
Mr. Will stated that on Tuesday, February 23, 2010, NCDOT hosted a Prioritization
Results Forum to show the initial rankings of the Strategic Prioritization Process.

Mr. Patel stated that he works for the Strategic Planning office of NCDOT in Raleigh.
This office was created as part of Governor Perdue’s new emphasis on a more data
driven, transparent approach to transportation planning decisions instead of politically
driven transportation planning. This has led to the creation of an NCDOT business plan
which defines what NCDOT will do with anticipated resources and sets clear goals. He
referred to the handout, Transportation Reform, Update for the Public and Stakeholders,
the Transportation Reform Steps. Mr. Patel stated that currently, what NCDOT is trying
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to do is look at the next 5-10-20 years and create a prioritization “pecking order” of
which transportation planning projects meet the most needs of the state. These needs
are based on where the worst pavement needs are in the state, where the most
congested locations are in the state are located, and where are the safety and accident
fatality rates higher in the state.

Judge Collier stated that there was a meeting in Hickory regarding the first go-around in
prioritizing projects. He was delighted to announce that because of the dedicated
efforts of the GUAMPO staff, 14 of the 17 highway projects to be prioritized are in
Gaston County and 46 of 49 of the Bike and Pedestrian projects to be prioritized were
also in Gaston County.

Mr. Patel stated that NCDOT is constrained by law by the Equity Formula, by Air Quality
Conformity Analysis, and by a scheduling process but it is not constrained by Urban
Loops and CMAQ funds. Those projects, except Urban Loops and CMAQ funds, have
now been prioritized and must be subjected to these constraints.

Mr. Kirlin felt that even though the prioritization process is beneficial, it will not really
have a lot of value to us unless the Equity Formula is changed. Mr. Patel stated that
NCDOT is trying to bridge the gap between the ranked projects in the state and the
funding eligibility restrictions to pursue projects. In the years 2015 — 2020, there will be
just $9 billion dollars budgeted for highway construction projects in a time period where
projects actually cost $45 billion dollars. There will be $1.5 billion dollars budgeted for
non-highway construction projects where projects would actually cost $9 billion dollars.
The total budget for highway construction projects and non-highway construction
projects total $10.5 billion dollars.

Mr. Patel stated that all the information that has been presented tonight as well as the
slide presentation on this topic can be found by visiting:

http://www.ncdot.gov/performance/reform/

He invited questions of the TAC members.
A brief discussion ensued.

Mr. Patel informed the TAC members that in April, there will be Regional Summits
occurring simultaneously in the cities of Kingston, Morganton, and Greensboro hosted
by NCDOT Division Staff regarding input on the $10.5 billion dollar budget prioritization
process. Since there is limited participation, Mr. Patel suggested that the GUAMPO
TAC Chair, TCC Chair and one staff member accept the invitation.

Since this item was for informational purposes only, no action was needed to taken at
this time.
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8. 8-hour Ozone Conformity Analysis and Determination Report & 2035 Long
Range Transportation Plan, Presenter: Bernie Yacobucci, Transportation

Planner |

Mr. Yacobucci stated that there was a 30 day comment period on both of these plans
beginning February 5, 2010 and ending on March 8, 2010. Copies of both were sent to
member governments, municipality buildings, and local libraries. A Public meeting
occurred on February 17, 2010.

Mr. Yacobucci stated that the Gaston MPO 2035 LRTP and the 2009-2015
Transportation Improvement Program are found to conform to the purpose of the NC
State Implementation Plan (SIP). The emissions expected from the implementation of
the Gaston MPO 2035 LRTP and the 2009-20015 Transportation Improvement Program
shows that our region is in conformity with the 8-hour ozone standard.

Mr. Yacobucci stated that currently the EPA is reviewing the ozone standard and in
August, 2010, there will be a new ozone standard.

Mr. Yacobucci discussed the Draft Project List for 2035 LRTP. He referred to a handout
entitled Financial Plan showing funding sources in the years of 2015, 2025, and 2035
for the Garden Parkway, Highway Funding, Transit Funding, and Commuter Rail
Funding. Funding for the highway projects in the plan is partially based implementing
a 1 percent sales tax, a 1 percent land transfer tax, and an increase in the registration
fees for vehicles of ten dollars in Gaston County. Mr. Kiser added that these projects
have be built to pass conformity and to reduce congestion. There is not enough money
in current revenues to build these projects so you have to make some reasonable
assumptions about what potential revenue could occur and adopt those reasonable
assumptions into your LRTP.

Mr. Will entertained a motion to approve the Technical Coordinating Committee’s (TCC)
recommendation to approve the 8-hour Ozone Conformity Analysis as presented.

Mr. Kirlin made a motion to approve the Technical Coordinating
Committee’s (TCC) recommendation to approve the 8-hour Ozone
Conformity Analysis. Mr. Brown seconded the motion and the
motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Will entertained a motion to approve the Technical Coordinating Committee’s (TCC)
recommendation to approve the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) as
presented.

Mr. Toomey made a motion to approve the Technical Coordinating
Committee’s (TCC) recommendation to approve 2035 Long Range
Transportation Plan. Mr. Brown seconded the motion and the motion
passed unanimously.

12



Mr. Graham asked that the handout, Resolution Certifying the Gaston Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Transportation Planning Process for FY 2010-
2011, the 6™ paragraph should be added to this motion. The paragraph reads as
follows:

WHEREAS, the Gaston Urban Area Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program
is a subset of the currently conforming Gaston Urban Area MPO 2035 Multi-Modal Long
Range Transportation Plan; (nonattainment and maintenance areas only).

Mr. Toomey amended his motion to include the 6" paragraph from
the Resolution handout as presented. Mr. Brown seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Will entertained a motion to approve Resolution Certifying the Gaston Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Transportation Planning Process for FY 2010-
2011 as presented.

Mr. Kirlin made the motion to approve Resolution Certifying the
Gaston Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s
Transportation Planning Process for FY 2010-2011 as presented.
Mr. Worley seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.

9. Metrolina Regional Travel Demand Model Annual Budget, Presenter: Hank
Graham, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner

Mr. Graham stated that the annual budget for the Metrolina Regional Travel Demand
Model outlines the funding needed by various agencies involved to provide for the
continued development, modification, maintenance, and use of the Model. This Model
was developed as the primary tool for evaluating existing and future travel in the
Metrolina Region which includes the Gaston Urban Area. Mr. Graham added that the
Gaston Urban Area’s financial share in the cost is $37,530 in 2011, $22,259 in 2012,
$18,486 in 2013, with a total of $78,275.

Mr. Kiser stated that these costs are necessary because our area must meet Air Quality
Standards in a regional partnership with the Mecklenburg MPO.

Mr. Will entertained a motion to approve the TCC’s recommendation to approve the
Metrolina Regional Travel Demand Model Budget as presented.

Mr. Kirlin made a motion to approve the TCC’s recommendation to
approve the Metrolina Regional Travel Demand Model Budget as
presented. Ms. Craig seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.

10. 2011 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), Presenter: Hank Graham,
AICP, Principal Transportation Planner
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Mr. Graham stated that the proposed 2011 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) for
fiscal year 2010-2011 is included in the agenda package for the TAC members review.
The purpose of this document is to outline the tasks to be undertaken by MPO staff in
the coming year and the amount of funding it will take to complete those tasks.

Mr. Graham continued by stating that there are two grants that Gaston Urban Area
MPO utilizes — one is the Section 5303 Transit Administration Grant in the amount of
$34,420 and the other grant is the 104 (f) Transportation Planning Grant in the amount
of $273,530. There is also a Section 5307 Transit Operations Grant in the amount of
$104,952 that is used to run the Gastonia Transit System and some of these funds can
be used for Transit Planning. The total proposed budget is $412,902.

Mr. Will entertained a motion to approve the TCC’s recommendation to approve the
proposed 2011 UPWP.

Ms. Craig made a motion to approve the TCC’s recommendation
approving the proposed 2011 UPWP. Mr. Coleman seconded the
motion and the motion passed unanimously.

11. New Business

12. Other Business

a. Equity Formula - North Carolina Metropolitan Mayors Coalition handout — Mr.
Graham referred to the handout with information on the Equity Formula, the Intrastate
System and other transportation related items for the TAC members to review. Mr.
Graham added that a Resolution has been drafted to send to the State Legislature
urging them to change the Equity Formula.

Mr. Will entertained a motion to approve a Resolution adopted by the Gaston Urban
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization TAC in support of the evaluation of the NC
Dept. of Transportation Equity Formula.

Mr. Worley made a motion to approve a Resolution adopted by the
Gaston Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization TAC in
support of the evaluation of the NC Dept. of Transportation Equity
Formula. Mr. Kirlin seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.

b. Judge Collier's Report — Judge Collier reported that most NC interstate highways
have already been or will be resurfaced under the Federal Recovery money. There will
be a 5 year TIP program and the draft proposal for the next 5 years will be presented to
the NC Board of Transportation in June, 2010 for their approval and then submitted to
the TAC for their approval at another time. He added that there are talks of mileage
driven tax now being tested in Oregon where drivers are taxed based upon the number
of miles they drive. This is another source of federal funds.
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c. Agenda items for the TAC to review as found in the agenda package:
1. Gastonia Express 85-X Ridership Report
2. Letter to Transportation Secretary Conti
3. Urban Loop Prioritization Comments
4. Transportation Oversight Committee

Mr. Clay stated that the NCTA staff will be returning to upcoming TAC meetings for
updates.

There being no other business to discuss, Mr. Will entertained a motion to adjourn the
meeting.

Ms. Craig made a motion to adjourn the meeting with Mr. Toomey
seconding the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
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Agenda Item # 6

To: TAC Members

From: Hank Graham, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner
Date: May 25, 2010

Subject: Metrolina Regional Travel Demand Work Plan
Background

Updating and maintaining the data for the Metrolina Regional Travel Model is a necessary task
and expense. The data used in the model plays a critical role in the conformity process.

Staff Recommendation: ACTION REQUESTED: Approve the Metrolina Regional Travel
Demand Model Maintenance and Update Fiscal Year 2011 Work plan.

Serving: BelmonteBessemer CityeCramertoneDallaseGaston CountyeGastonia
LowelleMcAdenvilleeMount HollyeRanloeSpencer MountaineStanley



