GASTON URBAN AREA

VPO

Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Phone (704) 866-6837 Fax (704) 869-1960

The Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) of the Gaston Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization will meet Wednesday, May 13, 2009, at Ryan’s Family Steakhouse. The
restaurant is located at 2900 E. Franklin Blvd. in Gastonia, N.C. The meeting will begin at 12
Noon. The following is the agenda for the meeting:

1. Set Agenda, Presenter: Kevin Krouse, TCC Chair
The agenda needs to be set to include adding “New” or “Other Business”.

2. Determination of Quorum (51%-seven of thirteen), Presenter: Kevin Krouse, TCC
Chair

a. During the March 12, 1997 TCC meeting, it was discussed that the following five cities,
six towns, the County of Gaston, and the NCDOT would be counted to determine if a
quorum is present; all other members would be affiliate. This is a total of thirteen votes
to be counted against the quorum.

b. The City of Belmont |, The City of Bessemer City __, The Town of Cramerton
____,TheTown of Dallas ____, The County of Gaston ____, The City of Gastonia ____,
The City of Lowell |, The Town of McAdenville | The City of Mount Holly
____, The Town of Ranlo ___, The Town of Spencer Mountain ____, The Town of
Stanley __, The North Carolina Department of Transportation .

3. Approval of Minutes, Presenter: Kevin, Krouse, TCC Chair
Review and adopt the minutes from the regularly scheduled meeting of March 11, 2009.

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve as Presented.

4. Introduction of Guests, Presenter: Kevin Krouse, TCC Chair
All guests shall introduce themselves at this time.

5. Public Comment Period, Presenter: Kevin Krouse, TCC Chair

Any public comment will be presented and addressed at this time. Public comment will be
kept to a reasonable period of time.

6. Socio-Economic Update for 2008 Base Year, Presenter: Bernie Yacobucci,

Transportation Planner |
The 2008 socio-economic update for the MPO area are due to the model caretaker by June.

ACTION REQUESTED: Adoption and recommend to TAC.
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7.

10.

11.

12.

Multimodal Center Update, Presenter: Vincent Wong, Transportation Planner |

On Tuesday, May 5" the Gastonia Multimodal Center Technical Committee met and
identified a preferred alternative for the Multimodal Center.

ACTION REQUESTED: Information and Discussion Only.

Garden Parkway Update, Presenter: Jennifer Harris, PE, NC Turnpike Authority

On Friday, May 1% the NC Turnpike Authority released the Draft Environment Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Gaston East-West Connector (Garden Parkway).

ACTION REQUESTED: Information and Discussion Only.

Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP Maps), Presenter: Hank Graham, AICP,

Principal Transportation Planner

The Gaston Urban Area MPO is required replace the existing Long Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP) Map with Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) Maps. These CTP maps
are comprehensive and shall portray areas slated for Transportation improvement in the
future. Drafts of the maps were presented at the March 11, 2009 meeting.

ACTION REQUESTED: Adoption and recommend to TAC.

Safe Routes to School Grant Application Update, Presenter: Vincent Wong,
Transportation Planner |

The time-line process posted earlier on website will be postponed back from June to
possibly August 2009.

ACTION REQUESTED: Information and Discussion Only.

UPWP Amendment for FY 2010, Presenter: Hank Graham, AICP, Principal
Transportation Planner

The FY 2010 Planning Work Program was adopted on March 24, 2009 by the TAC and
submitted to NCDOT on March 5, 2009. This amendment is necessary to incorporate
56,000.00 of Section 5307 Transit Planning Grant funds. The proposed amendment is
required to balance funds at year end.

ACTION NEEDED: Recommend approval to TAC

Conformity Status/Schedule & Timeline, Presenter: Hank Graham, AICP, Principal
Transportation Planner

Based on the NC BOT approved Strategic Prioritization Calendar some adjustments
neededto be made to the 11-17 TIP schedule on the timeline charts.

ACTION REQUESTED: Information and Discussion only.
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13. New Business

14. Other Business
MPO Staff Update
a) Gastonia Express 85-X Readership Report

NCDOT Report

15. Adjournment

If you have any additional items or questions regarding this agenda, please do not hesitate to
call Hank Graham at 704-854-6663, Bernie Yacobucci at 704-854-6604, or Vincent Wong at
704-866-6980. You can also e-mail us at hankg, berniey, or vincentw@cityofgastonia.com
respectively.
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GASTON URBAN AREA

VPO

Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Phone (704) 866-6837 Fax (704) 869-1960

Agenda Item # 8

To: TCC Members

From: Hank Graham, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner
Date: May 13, 2009

Subject: Garden Parkway Update

Background

The proposed action is the construction of a controlled access toll road extending from 1-85 west
of Gastonia in Gaston County to 1-485 in Mecklenburg County, a distance of approximately 22
miles. This report documents the need for transportation improvements within southern Gaston
County and between southern Gaston County and western Mecklenburg County. This report
describes the planning process, including public and agency coordination, leading to the
selection of the Detailed Study Alternatives. Twelve Detailed Study Alternatives are being
considered. A Recommended Alternative is identified. Existing and projected conditions in the
project study area are described. The potential direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of the
Detailed Study Alternatives are assessed, including socioeconomics, community resources,
cultural resources, natural resources, environmental quality, and costs.

Staff Recommendation:

Information and Discussion Only.
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