
 April 2, 2009 
 
 

CITIZENS INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP 
 

DOWNTOWN CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL BICYCLE 
PEDESTRIAN CONNECTOR & MARIETTA STREET 

BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT  
 
 

WORKSHOP AGENDA 
 
Welcome to the informational workshop.  The agenda for this evening’s workshop is listed 
below.  Mapping, aerial photographs, and proposed designs are on display.  Representatives from 
the City of Gastonia Planning Department, Gaston MPO, City of Gastonia Engineering 
Department and STV/Ralph Whitehead & Associates Inc. are here to discuss concerns, receive 
comments and answer any questions. 
 

4:30 PM  
Poster Session/Open House 

5:30 PM  
Presentation & Questions 

6:00 – 7:00 PM  
Open House Continues/Question & Comments 

 
 

Proposed Improvements 
 
• Project begins at the Highland Rail Trail trailhead (@Broad St. and Long Ave.) widen 

existing 5’ concrete sidewalk to 10' to the northeast corner of Long Ave. and Marietta St., 
including street light relocations as needed. 

• Pedestrian crossing enhancements at the intersection of Long Ave. and Marietta St.- 4-way 
crosswalks. 

• Retrofit of west side Marietta St. RR Bridge for enhanced 10' minimum pedestrian walkway 
(4-lane roadway reduced to 3 lane roadway, pattern pedestrian surface, planters, decorative 
fence/railings, etc.). 

• Enhance Marietta Street and sidewalk from overpass to Franklin Blvd. according to concept 
plans prepared (pavement pattern, four lane to three-lane, enhanced sidewalk, etc.).     

• Pedestrian crossing enhancements to intersection of Marietta St. and Franklin Blvd.- 4-way 
crosswalks. 

• Pedestrian crossing enhancements to intersection of South St. and Franklin Blvd.- 4 way 
crosswalks (this intersection was added because the preferred point for Thread Trail crossing 
of Franklin is at South). 
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